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ABSTRACT 

Designed to help students understand the historical 
context of the primary and secondary materials by and about the 
framers of the United States Constitution presented in "Letters of 
Liberty," this teacher's guide provides directed discussions and 
activities for evaluating these materials. The guide also is intended 
to help students gain an understanding of the democratic process and 
to develop critical thinking skills. Each unit in the teacher's guide 
contains: (1) a description of the contents of the student text; (2) 

objectives for the unit; (3) reading review; (4) "You're the 
Historian" — use of original documents and primary source material in 
the unit (with discussion questions, activities, and modern 
applications); and (5) skill building intended to reinforce concepts 
introduced earlier using discussions and activities. (LH) 
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Format of Letters of Liberty 

This Teacher’s Guide is designed to comple- 
ment Letters of Liberty: A Documentary History of 
the U.S. Constitution. Both publications have been 
made possible by a generous grant from the W.M. 
Keck Foundation to increase students’ knowledge of 
our nation’s rich constitutional heritage. Letters of 
Liberty contains original documents, pictures and 
personal letters of the founders drawn from the exten- 
sive collections of the Huntington Library of San Marino, 
California. 

Letters of Liberty is divided into seven 
chapters. Each begins with an overview of the docu- 
ments in that chapter, placing them in historical con- 
text and giving the students additional background for 
understanding and interpreting them. At the back of 
the book is a time line which outlines the chronology 
of the Constitution from 1775 to 1791. 

The book gives students a tool for utilizing pri- 
mary and secondary sources and distinguishing be- 
tween them. The Teacher’s Guide provides directed 
discussions and activities for evaluating both the 
primary and secondary materials. 

The original sources contained in this book in- 
clude reproductions of documents, portraits, drawings, 
cartoons, letters, maps and physical objects. The ac- 
companying captions contain quotes from the letters 
or documents to aid in deciphering them. Study ques- 
tions in the Teacher’s Guide encourage students to 
read the documents and captions, and to discover im- 
plications and make inferences, as well as draw upon 
their previous knowledge of people and events. 

Many of the documents have been reduced in 
size in order to include the physical description of the 
page, thus limiting their readability. You may wish to 
provide more readable copies of the following 
documents: Declaration of Independence, Articles of 
Confederation, Constitution, and Bill of Rights. 
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